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Dear Friend,

This year the Eleanor Sonsini Animal Shelter was proudly voted Best Place to 
Get a Pet in the Best of the Berkshires Readers’ Choice awards for the second year 
in a row. It is such a special place because of the loving care we give to animals in 
need. This care offers the animals a second chance at a real life, where they can live 
out their days feeling happy and safe.

Before that can happen though, we must heal their physical and emotional 
needs. For this, we ask for your help.

Once again, some generous donors have offered to Double the Love by matching 
every dollar donated through the end of September up to $10,000! This 
money will help defray the medical costs necessary to save these animals.

Last year, one of the animals your contributions helped was an adorable one-eyed 
Chihuahua named Gigi. Gigi came to us in sad condition, looking twice as old as 
she was due to health issues. In addition to having only one eye, she had multiple 
mammary tumors, a large tumor on her abdomen, a severe gum infection, and nails 
so long they curled under. At ten years old, it was clear that she was a survivor.

It was her sweet, sunny attitude that tugged at our heart strings. This dog 
deserved a great home and we were determined to find one for her. It would 
probably be a hospice home however: the general consensus was that she 
had so many things going wrong with her health, she might not survive 
the tumor removal surgery. A few days later, Gigi became acutely ill with 
pyometra — a deadly uterine infection. Her prognosis was not good. But 
apparently, Gigi did not get that memo.

The next day, after the antibiotics kicked in, she was bouncing around 
again. A shelter volunteer thought some time at her home on the beach 
would be just what the doctor ordered. Gigi adjusted well, but the 
infection soon returned. The veterinarian felt Gigi’s only chance at 

survival would be to do the operation. She underwent a double mastectomy 
and hysterectomy and was stapled all the way down her belly. On the way 
home from the vet, Gigi squealed with joy as they turned the corner towards 

their beach home — a home she had only known for a few weeks.

Gigi is recovering remarkably well now. This spunky, loveable dog loves her life 
playing on the beach with her rescued siblings, Luca and Molly. She is now an 
official member of that family!
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Gigi the Dog



Gigi the Cat

Coincidentally, there was another Gigi who needed our help. Kitten season had 
just kicked in when we received a very sad, weak, three pound kitten. Upon 
examination, however, we realized that she was actually a very small, blind cat. We 

surmised that her blindness must have hindered her ability to find adequate 
food. Our shelter photographer (who moonlights as a matchmaker) felt she 
knew just the human to help this cat: a dear friend of hers who had just lost 
her elderly cat. Even though she claimed she wasn’t ready to move on after 
this loss, she was persuaded to peek in on this cat and the rest, as they say, 
is history. The newly minted Gigi happily settled into her new home. Gigi’s 
new human brought her to see an ophthalmologist at Animal Eye Care of 
New England. Sadly, it was determined that the condition was congenital 
and thus could not be repaired or reversed.

Gigi navigates her new home well. Her blindness doesn’t deter her 
from sitting in the windowsill, listening to the birds, and counting her 
blessings.

Dr. Isabel Jurk at Animal Eye Care of New England did not charge us for the visit, 
but asked that Gigi’s new owner “pay it forward.” She did just that by helping us 
raise funds to treat other animals that come our way. That is how it works here at 
Sonsini. Good deeds beget other good deeds. We like to think of it as good karma. 
We need you to help continue spreading our good karma. 

Your donation to our Double the Love matching gift fund helps ensure 
that medical costs never stand in the way of an animal’s future. Won’t you 
please help us now, when your gift will go twice as far?

Sincerely, 

Ruth Anthony
Chair of the Board
Friends of Eleanor Sonsini Animal Shelter, Inc.

P.S. For your donation of $100 or more, your name will be entered into 
a drawing for a beautiful gift basket from our friends at Whole Life Pet 
Products. A $100 value! The drawing will be held on October 10, 2014.


